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PM 2.5 level recorded at Coimbatore 
on Sunday. Nitrogen dioxide level 
was at 6 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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THE State Food Safety Depart-
ment will begin intensive 
checks at all establishments in 
the food industry from Septem-
ber 1 for the next three months. 
Usually, the department does 
not inspect industries that have 
obtained central FSSAI licens-
es, but this time it will check all 
establishments under its 
jurisdiction.

Following Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka and Kerala, State Food 
Safety Commissioner R Lalve-
na ordered a special inspection 
drive from September 1 to No-
vember 30 to crack down on 
sub-standard eateries in Tamil 
Nadu. The inspection will be 
carried out district-wise under 
the leadership of  the respective 
District Food Safety Depart-
ment Designated Officers.

At present, FSSAI officers in-
spect establishments that have 
obtained Central FSSAI licens-
es (turnover above `50 crore 
per year); State Food Safety De-
partment officers do not. But 
now, under special permission, 

State Food Safety officers have 
been permitted to bring these 
establishments also under in-
spection, according to the 
order.

As per the order, all food serv-
ice establishments, including 
restaurants, hotels, food vend-
ing establishments, clubs, can-
teens, caterers, hawkers, petty 
retailers of  snacks, tea shops 
and others must be inspected.

“Before the drive, the respec-
tive food establishments have 
been instructed to conduct a 
self-audit, and the department 
is ordered to convene meetings 
with the food service establish-
ments associations to explain 
the drive.

The designated officers start 
the drive with the list of  licens-
es and registration certificates
within their jurisdiction. Dur-
ing the inspection, if  establish-
ments are found operating 
without a licence, a fine will 
imposed, and they should be 
guided to register.

Officials have been asked to 
check whether kitchens and go-
downs are clean, whether pest 
control and water testing are 

done, whether freez-
ers are maintained at proper 
temperature, and whether 
walls are stained with grease 
and oil and kept in unhygienic 
condition. They should also 
check whether non-rust knives, 
blades and other cutting tools 
are used in the kitchen.

Further, officials should 
monitor whether food handlers 
have undergone the FoSTaC 
training and medical fitness 

test, and ensure practices like 
wearing gloves, head caps 
and washing hands are 
followed.

Records  should be 
checked to see whether 
used cooking oil from ea-
teries is properly handed 
over to authorised RUCO 
aggregators.

“A few states have al-
ready begun such 
checking. In this line, 
the Tamil Nadu state 

food safety depart-
ment has started 
this drive. Also, the 
g o ve r n m e n t  i s 

showing interest 
in ensuring hygi-
enic food practic-

es, so the drive is sched-
uled. Inspection reports 

should be uploaded on the Fo-
SCoRIS/FoSCoS portal, and 
samples will be lifted for test-
ing wherever necessary. A 
weekly progress report should 
be submitted every Friday. Of-
ficials are gearing up for the 
drive,” said Dr T Anuradha, 
designated food safety officer, 
Coimbatore.

Foundry waste 
being dumped 
in farmland, 
allege farmers
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FARMERS associated with the 
Tamilaga Vivasayigal Sangam 
have raised concerns over the 
illegal dumping and burial of  
foundry waste in agricultural 
lands in Periyanaickenpalayam 
area in Coimbatore North 
Taluk, saying that the practice 
endangers soil health and fu-
ture cultivation.

Farmers said the waste is not 
merely left on the surface. 
Large pits are dug deep into 
farmland, and foundry waste is 
deposited into these trenches 
before being covered. 

G Ranganathan, district sec-
retary of  the association, said 
that for the past five years, 
smelter waste soil has been 
dumped in the area. “The dis-
trict collector, the revenue divi-
sional officer (North), and the 
Pollution Control Board engi-
neer have already been in-
formed in writing,” he stated. 
He added that the practice has 
been advanced to Bilichi Pan-
chayat, digging pits with ma-
chinery and using the excavat-
ed soil in an attempt to grow 
crops over the covered waste. 

“The toxic waste is said to 
contain iron along with molyb-
denum, silicon, nickel and co-
balt. The TNPCB should deploy 
a squad for on-site inspections,” 
he added.

Locals mount for legal 
battle against STP at 
Chinnavedampatti Lake
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@ Coimbatore

THE resumption of  work on a 
10 MLD Sewage Treatment 
Plant (STP) at Chinnavedamp-
atti Lake with police protection 
has prompted local residents 
and environmental activists to 
prepare for legal action before 
the Madras High Court and the 
National Green Tribunal 
(NGT).

The STP is being constructed 
by the Tamil Nadu Water Sup-
ply and Drainage (TWAD) 
Board on behalf  of  the Coim-
batore City Municipal Corpora-
tion (CCMC). The facility is in-
tended to  treat  sewa g e 
generated from the under-
ground drainage network be-
ing laid in Kavundampalayam, 
Thudiyalur, Vadavalli, Veerak-
eralam, Saravanampatti and 
Vellakinar.

The project has faced sus-
tained opposition from resi-
dents, environmentalists, so-
cial activists and public 
representatives, who have been 
demanding that the facility not 
be constructed near the water-
body and opposing the storage 
of  treated water in the lake. A 
peace committee meeting was 
held on July 29 and more than 
200 people were present. Fol-
lowing demands to identify an 
alternative location, the com-
missioner agreed to temporar-
ily halt the works and inspect 
sites suggested by the protest-
ers. However, officials later said 
none of  the alternative loca-

tions was feasible and resumed 
construction at the lake with 
police protection.

Speaking to TNIE, VS Ka-
lisamy, president of  the Chin-
navedampatti Lake Protection 
Association, said the protesters 
are preparing to approach both 
the High Court and NGT. He 
said officials from the WRD, 
TNEB, CCMC and revenue de-
partment would be included in 
the proposed case.

Kalisamy alleged that the 
STP had initially been planned 
at another location and accused 
the officials of  misappropria-
tion over the decision to shift it 
to the lake. He also alleged ir-
regularities in obtaining 
permissions.

However, a senior CCMC of-
ficial rejected the allegations, 
stating that the original site 
near a crematorium had been 
earmarked for solid waste man-
agement works. “Local resi-
dents and councillors opposed 
that location, following which 
the corporation selected the 
site near Chinnavedampatti 
Lake, revised the estimates and 
obtained the necessary approv-
als before commencing work.”

Meanwhile, the corporation 
has modified its plan following 
the protests. Instead of  storing 
treated water in the lake, the 
treated water will reportedly be 
released into the lake’s outlet 
and diverted through a canal 
towards Achankulam for stor-
age. Officials are aiming to 
complete the STP works within 
the next six months.

Shutter damaged at Kulapathukulam Tank, crops hit
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FARMERS from the Anaimalai 
taluk in Coimbatore district al-
leged that hundreds of  acres of  
crops have been affected as ir-
rigation water cannot be re-
leased from the Kulapathuku-
lam Tank due to a damaged 
shutter.

The Kulapathukulam Tank, 
spread over 100 acres at Sul-
limettupathi in Kaliyapuram 

village near Anaimalai, is fed 
by the Upparu River and can 
store 91.50 million cubic 
feet of  water per year. 
Under the control of  
the water resources 
department, water 
released through its 
two sluices irrigates 
around 610 acres. Of  
this, paddy is cultivated on 
300 acres, while, coconut and 
other crops are raised on the 
remaining area, according to 

the farmers.
Along with a few other water 

irrigation channels and 
check dams, the tank was 
also renovated in 2022 
under the Tamil Nadu 
Irrigated Agriculture 
Modernisation Project 

(TNIAMP) Phase IV. The 
work was carried out with a 

funding of  `34.19 crores. Re-
cently, the shutter of  the sluice 
developed a fault and broke 
down and blocking the water-

way. As a result, farmers are 
unable to draw water for irriga-
tion, sources added.

M Sakthivel, a farmer from 
Vettaikkaranpudu, said, “For 
the first season, IR50, CO50 and 
TPS5, paddy varieties have 
been cultivated on 300 acres. 
These are 120-day varieties. 
Now we have crossed 60 days 
and are in the milking stage. 
Due to the damage, water can-
not be taken from the tank for 
irrigation.”

Forest dept to 
probe breed of 
wild boars shot 
on govt orders
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THE Coimbatore district forest 
department is examining 
whether animals shot under 
government orders are pure 
wild boars or hybrids, after 
farmers continued to report 
crop damage and public 
nuisance.

Officials said samples from 
the culled animals have been 
sent for genetic analysis. The 
state government issued an or-
der permitting the shooting of  
wild boars that trouble farmers 
and residents in select forest 
divisions, including Coimbat-
ore division. From January to 
July this year, the forest depart-
ment announced that about 60 
animals were shot in the Coim-
batore division alone.

Farmers claim the problem 
remains uncontrolled. They 
say government-recommended 
repellent liquids have proved 
ineffective and insist that shoot-
ing is the only practical solu-
tion. They report that the ani-
mals are increasingly leaving 
forests and moving in groups 
through inhabited areas. They 
also suspect the boars moving 
into human habitation might 
be hybrids resulting from cross-
breeding between wild boars 
and domestic pigs. 

District Forest Officer N 
Venkatesh Prabhu said Coim-
batore ranks first in the number 
of  wild boars shot. He noted 
that trained forest staff  can be 
deployed to high-nuisance are-
as if  farmers submit formal pe-
titions. At the same time, he 
acknowledged growing doubts 
about the animals’ identity.

“There is a possibility that 
the pigs roaming in Coimbat-
ore are hybrids formed through 
interbreeding with domestic 
pigs a generation or two ago,” 
he said. 

“We have sent body parts for 
DNA testing to determine 
whether they are pure wild 
boars or hybrids,” he added. 

If  the tests confirm the ani-
mals are not pure wild boars, 
farmers and the public can go 
ahead and attempt control 
measures without forest de-
partment permission. 

Vadavalli-Edayarpalayam road yet 
to be relaid months after UGD work
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THE Vadavalli-Edayarpalayam 
State Highways road and the 
Kavundampalayam-TVS Nagar 
Road remain in unmotorable 
condition after being dug up for 
underground drainage (UGD) 
works.

The Tamil Nadu Water Sup-
ply and Drainage (TWAD) 
Board excavated the stretches 
along the centre of  the roads to 
lay UGD pipelines. However, 
residents alleged that the roads 
have not been restored for two 
months after the excavation.

The poor condition has be-
come a concern for two-wheeler 
riders. Motorists said the pro-
longed delay in restoring the 
roads has added to the difficul-
ties faced by people.

“More than two months have 

passed since the road was dug 
up for laying the UGD pipeline. 
But the road is yet to be re-
stored properly,” said Manick-
am Rajamurali, a regular 
commuter.

Another motorist, V Dha-
nasekar, said, “This is a busy 
stretch and many people use it 
to travel between residential 
areas. The authorities should 
not leave the road in this condi-

tion after completing the pipe-
line work. It should be restored 
at the earliest,” he said.

When inquired about it, a 
CCMC official said that since 
the road comes under the state 
highways department control, 
the latter will be executing the 
repair works. “The civic body 
would intimate them on the is-
sue and urge them to expedite 
the works.”

Food safety dept’s 3-mth drive to include 
eateries, food units with FSSAI license

The STP is being constructed by the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage (TWAD) 
Board on behalf of the CCMC | S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

The TWAD Board excavated the stretches to lay UGD pipelines |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

Training programme for improving library activities
COIMBATORE: The district school education department has planned to 
conduct a skill development training program for teachers regarding 
library activities. An officer from the district school education 
department told TNIE, “A separate library has been functioning at 
government schools from middle schools to higher secondary schools. 
However, teachers who are in charge of the library do not implement 
the library activities efficiently. We have planned to conduct a two-day 
training programme to improve library activities. Experts in this field 
will be holding the training in block level in next month,” he said.  ENS

Over 600 strays get anti-rabies vax in a day
COIMBATORE: The Coimbatore City Municipal Corporation 
(CCMC) vaccinated more than 600 stray dogs against rabies in 
a single day as part of an intensified anti-rabies vaccination 
(ARV) drive in several parts of the city. The drive was carried 
out in Wards 50, 51, 52, 54 and 100. The Animal Husbandry 
Department supported the initiative by deputing four 
veterinary interns. Corporation officials said, the coordinated 
exercise helped substantially expand ARV coverage in the 
targeted areas. The civic body is now intensifying vaccination 
activities across all five zones. The vaccination drive is being 
implemented alongside the ABC programme. The corporation 
has been carrying out the ARV programme on a sustained 
basis, aiming to vaccinate 1,000 strays in a day. The CCMC 
thanked the Animal Husbandry Department and all those 
involved for their support in the campaign.  ENS

Man held for cheating woman of `2.5 lakh
COIMBATORE: Vadavalli police on Saturday arrested a 
42-year-old man for allegedly cheating a woman of `2.5 lakh 
after promising to arrange a Tamil Nadu Housing Board 
(TNHB) house for her. The arrested person was identified as R 
Saravanan of P N Pudur in the city. According to police sources, 
the complainant, M Padmapriya (48),  was an onion vendor 
from Kalveerampalayam. Padmapriya came to know 
Saravanan in 2024. He told her that he had contacts in the 
TNHB and could arrange a house for her. He also claimed that 
money had to be paid to TNHB officials to facilitate the 
process. Believing him, Padmapriya allegedly handed over 
money to Saravanan on various occasions between January 
and December 2025. The total money she handed over to him 
totalled to `2.5 lakh. Saravanan continued to assure her that 
he would arrange the house but failed to do so. When 
Padmapriya later demanded he return the money, he allegedly 
threatened her. Following her complaint, Vadavalli police 
registered a case under sections 316(2) and 318(4) of the BNS 
and arrested Saravanan. He was remanded to judicial custody, 
sources added.  ENS
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